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Kuni—I hope this message finds you and your family happy and
healthy despite the pandemic and chaos in the world. I appreciate
you mentioning to me when I visited you the last time that my mem-
ory of our first free TRAM case together in 1987 (a few slides be-
low) was not accurate and I wanted to set the record straight with
you. I now remember that it was your suggestion that we transfer the
flap as a free flap which was scheduled as a conventional TRAM.I
was open to the idea as I had heard Bill Shaw mention the technique
at the American Society of Reconstructive Microsurgery meeting
earlier in the year. I don’t think either of us were aware that Hans
Holmstrom and Roger Friedman had published case reports earlier.]
agreed to try it because I was so confident in YOUR abilities in
microsurgery and that we could do it safely together. Without you it
probably wouldn’t have happened that day.

I am mentioning the case coming up in a presentation at the Ameri-
can Association of Plastic Surgeons in San Diego in early April andl
will mention your name as a key contributor to that sentinel case.l
regret that your name was never included as an author on the 1989
manuscript in PRS. I just wanted you to know that as I tried to re-
member the events of that day, I can now recollect the facts as they
happened. I hope that my failure to acknowledge the important role
you played when I was last in Japan will not affect our friendship as
I know that my great admiration and appreciation for you as a person
and a plastic surgeon will never diminish.

Warmest personal regards,
Jim
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Kuni—I may have told you that I retired as of the end of
2024. In cleaning out my office, I found a letter that I thought
you might enjoy seeing! Dr. Hartrampf was such a major
supporter of our work and always knew that the free TRAM
was a better solution than the pedicle TRAM! Hope all is
well with you! Hugs, Jim
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